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The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable
JEANNE SHAHEEN, a Senator from the
State of New Hampshire.

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Eternal Spirit, Your kingdom is
above all earthly kingdoms.

Empower the Members of this body
with the wisdom, courage, and strength
needed for our times. Infuse them with
a passion to act in ways that honor
Your Name. Preserve their health and
strength by Your mercy and power, and
may they find Your grace sufficient for
every need.

Lord, bless also the citizens of this
great land. Give them the wisdom to
pray for our governmental leaders so
that all people may live quiet and
peaceful lives in all goodness and holi-
ness.

We pray in Your merciful Name.
Amen.

———————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Honorable JEANNE SHAHEEN led
the Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. INOUYE).

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, May 10, 2011.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,

of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby

Senate

appoint the Honorable JEANNE SHAHEEN, a
Senator from the State of New Hampshire,
to perform the duties of the Chair.
DANIEL K. INOUYE,
President pro tempore.

Mrs. SHAHEEN thereupon assumed
the chair as Acting President pro tem-
pore.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader.

Mr. REID. I note the absence of a
quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

———

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.
———
SCHEDULE
Mr. REID. Madam President, fol-

lowing leader remarks, the Senate will
be in a period of morning business until
5 p.m. today. The majority will control
the first 30 minutes and the Repub-
licans will control the next 30 minutes.
The Senate will recess from 12:30 until
2:15 today for our weekly caucus meet-
ings.

We are working to set up the debate
and vote on the nomination of Edward
Chen to be a district judge from the
State of California. Senators will be
notified when that vote is going to be
scheduled.

———

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY
LEADER
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The minority leader is recog-
nized.

SOLVING CHALLENGES

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
later today the President is expected to
speak in El Paso about our Nation’s
immigration policy. Getting immigra-
tion policy right is one of the more dif-
ficult challenges we face as a nation,
and Republicans are committed to
meeting it. As with most serious chal-
lenges, however, the only way we will
make progress is by working on a solu-
tion that is acceptable to both parties.
For Republicans, that means the Presi-
dent will have to present a plan that
takes amnesty off the table and focuses
instead on making a real commitment
to border and internal security. If the
President does these two things, he
will find strong bipartisan support. If
he doesn’t, he won’t.

Another difficult challenge we are
solving only by working together is
bringing down the Nation’s debt. To
that end, Members of both parties met
with the Vice President last week at
Blair House. The participants had what
all sides agreed was a productive meet-
ing, and they will meet again this
afternoon. Unfortunately, there still
seems to be a serious disconnect be-
tween the two parties on this issue.
There are still those on the other side
who think we can put off difficult deci-
sions until after the next Presidential
election or even beyond. Republicans
strongly disagree. In our view, doing
nothing about the debt would be far
more dangerous in the long run than
failing to raise the debt ceiling. I have
said this before, and Speaker BOEHNER
reiterated the point yesterday in New
York. The warning bells are simply too
loud to ignore this crisis any longer,
and the debt limit debate presents us
with a prime opportunity for meaning-
ful, positive action.

If the last financial crisis taught us
anything, it is that we can’t afford to
play with fire when it comes to eco-
nomic forces this great. We need to get
serious now before the crisis we know
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